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P   &   I   C L U B   C O R R E S P O N D E N T S 

 
     

CIRCULAR TO ALL P&I CLUBS” 
 

Date: 22 April 2025 
 

Subject: Mediterranean Sea Designated as Emission Control Area (SECA) for Sulphur Oxides 
– IMO Resolution MEPC.361(79) 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
We would like to inform you that the International Maritime Organization (IMO) has officially 
designated the Mediterranean Sea as an Emission Control Area (SECA) for sulphur oxides (SOx) 
and particulate matter. This designation was adopted through IMO Resolution 
MEPC.361(79) during the 79th session of the Marine Environment Protection Committee 
(MEPC) in December 2022.  
 
Under this new regulation, all vessels navigating within the designated Mediterranean SECA 
must use marine fuels with a maximum sulphur content of 0.10% m/m or alternative 
compliance methods as per MARPOL Annex VI. 
 
We would like to draw your attention to the fact that; 
 

- The Turkish Straits (including the Canakkale Strait, Bosphorus, and the Sea of Marmara) 
are not included in the designated SECA zone. 

 
- However, according to local Turkish regulations, the vessels at berth or at anchor should 

use bunkers with Sulphur content max. 0.1% and the vessel navigating in Turkish waters 
(except Mediterranean Sea) can use bunker with Sulphur content max. 0.5%. If the 
vessels have the available bunker on board, the bunker change from 0.5% to 0.1% should 
be made in a sufficient time before / just arrival or just / after the departure.  
 

- The vessels adrift waiting for transit around the Turkish straits or staying at anchorage 
area less than 2 hours do not have to change to 0.1% Sulphur content bunker. (except the 
areas defined in IMO Resolution MEPC.361(79)  

 
Based on the recommendations issued by the Turkish authorities, we would like to advise the 
vessels following aspects for their consideration:- 
 
- Keeping fuel that complies with the 0.10% sulfur limit and fuel delivery documents on board 
 
- Reviewing the fuel change procedure and documents 
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- Carrying out procedures on board in accordance with the procedures 
 
- Increasing the knowledge of the relevant crew 
 
-Recording the amount of low sulfur fuel in the tanks and the date, time and position 
information for fuel change when entering and exiting the SECA opening of the ship 
 
- It is essential to maintain accurate and complete records regarding the quantity of low sulphur 
fuel in the tanks, as well as the date, time, and position of fuel change-over when the vessel 
enters or exits a SECA zone 
 
- Showing that the scrubber system installed on the ship complies with the 0.10% sulfur limit 
(please note that use of open-loop scrubber in Turkish territorial waters is not allowed and the authorities 
may impose penalty if their use is detected) and keeping the records on board regarding the use of 
these systems regularly 
 
For detailed information, you may refer to the official IMO resolution: 
 
IMO Resolution MEPC.361(79) 
 
Fines For Sulphur Content of Bunkers in Turkiye 
 
According to new provision, the vessels using fuels with sulphur content beyond the limits 
allowed by the IMO regulations and by Turkish law will be imposed a penalty and the tariff of 
fines to be applied in 2025 is as below: 
 

A For vessels up to 1,000 (inclusive) gross ton TL 1,016.88 per gross ton 
B For vessels between 1,000 and 5,000 gross ton TL 127.10 to be added per gross ton 

over 1,000 gross ton to the item A 
C For the vessels over 5,000 gross ton TL  25.43 to be added per gross ton over 

5,000 gross ton to the item A+B 
 
Should you require any clarification or further information on this matter, please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 
 
Submitted for your kind info.  
 
Please contact us if you have any further queries and if you / your members need our 
assistance, we are always at your disposal.  
 
Our Emergency phone number is: +90 530 129 12 12  
 
Our general e-mail address is: vitsan@vitsan.com.tr 
 
Best regards, 
 
VITSAN MUMESSILLIK VE MUSAVIRLIK AS, ISTANBUL 
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